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Thoughts from the Locum … 

will history be kind -- such an odd thing 
to read.  Not quite a bumper sticker, but 
noticeably printed in small white letters 
just below the registration number of 
the car parked in front of me.  It sound-
ed like a question, but there was no 
question mark.  In fact there was no 
punctuation at all.   Just four words, 
with no context and no conclusion, and 
no answer asked for.  As a statement, 
the four words confused perspectives – 
looking back at history from our own 
standpoint in the present, which nor-
mally is what we do of course, but at the 
same time looking at the future as if it 
were history seen already from a per-
spective very much farther forward into 
that future – as if to suggest that history 
isn’t just something that happens arbi-
trarily, but is something that we might 
have a great deal more influence upon 
than we think we do.  But perhaps those 
four words weren’t meant to be serious 
at all, and were displayed purely to 
tease and frustrate an analytical mind.   

But perhaps they were a genuine and 
open-ended plea of concern.  

  A letter written by a father to his small 
son appeared in a recent magazine.  The 
three most important things in life are 
these, the father wrote.  The first most 
important thing is to be kind.  The sec-
ond most important thing is to be kind.  
And the third most important thing is to 
be kind. 

  At every stage of our lives there is time 
to take stock of where we are, and what 
we do as human beings in a world full of 
both remarkable beauty and remarkable 
danger:  will the future (which isn’t his-
tory yet) bring good things – construc-
tive, rather than destructive, things?  
will whatever happens help to bring out 
the best of the best in people?  or bring 
out the best of the worst in them?  are 
we at the mercy of harsher things, or 
can an act of human will ensure that the 
past, the present and the future are 
kind? 

Time has been entrusted into our hands 
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Our new Interim Moderator ... 

Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald 

Dr Macdonald has taken over from 
Rachel Dobie as our Interim Moder-
ator. He comes to us with a wealth 
of experience.  After around 25 
years in parish ministry he was ap-
pointed Principal Clerk to the Gen-
eral Assembly in 1996 and served in 
that capacity until he retired in 
2010.   Dr Macdonald was Modera-
tor of the General Assembly in 
2002/3. 

– a precious, fragile and divine gift – to 
make of it what we will, to fill it with 
good things, for the benefit of all 
around, or to do otherwise. 

  May we be inspired by that odd little 
phrase – will history be kind – to make 
us realise what is most important in 
life, and the difference we can make. 

  will history be kind 

  I think I prefer words from the Scottish 
Paraphrases: 

Each future period that will bless, 
As it has blessed the past; 
He loved us from the first of time, 
He loves us to the last. 
 
Happy New Year! 

Nancy Norman, Locum Minister 

(Continued from page 1) Dr Macdonald writes … 
 

One of loveliest Christian festivals is 
Candlemas, observed forty days after 
Christmas on 2nd February. Its origins lie 
in Luke, chapter 2, verses 22-38. There 
we read of Mary and Joseph, with the 
infant Jesus, visiting the temple to ob-
serve the prescribed rituals following 
childbirth. There they are greeted by 
the elderly priest, Simeon and prophet-
ess Anna. Seeing the child, Simeon 
utters his famous song, the Nunc 
Dimittis, in which he proclaims Jesus to 
be a light to lighten the Gentiles and 
the glory of God’s people Israel.  

  In the secular sphere Candlemas is one 
of the legal quarter days along with 
Whitsunday, Lammas and Martinmas. 
Perhaps you know the old weather 
rhyme: 

  If Candlemas Day be dry and fair, half 
the winter’s to come and mair; 

  If Candlemas day be wet and foul, half 
the winter’s gone at Yule.   

In the United States the day is observed 
as Groundhog Day with its equivalent 
weather story. According to tradition, if 
the day is sunny and the groundhog 
sees his shadow he will take fright and 
promptly return to his burrow. This is 
then taken as a sign that there is more 
winter to come. If, on the other hand, 
there is no sun and, consequently, no 
shadow the groundhog roams abroad, 
indicating that spring is on the way. 

  On the basis of these two traditions, 
and after the recent snow, we’ll be 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Fair Trade Fortnight 
 

  This will run from 26th February until 
11th March 2018 when Traidcraft, the 
parent company, will highlight the work 
done and their aims for the year ahead.  
That work includes trading, advertising, 
sponsorship, education and speaking to 
government re the effects of Brexit on 
those in developing countries who rely 
on trade  with us.  Here in St Andrew’s 
you faithfully buy foods and goods via 
our Fairtrade booth, or order from their 
catalogue, with just over £1,800 pur-
chased in the last year.  For that I say a 
warm thank you. 
   We live in an inter-twined world and 
many of the simple things we enjoy - 
coffee and tea for instance - are import-
ed, as are many items sold via Fair-
trade.  We depend on small farmers 
and workers in many countries for 
those pleasures.  They too are depend-
ent on us purchasing their wares. Traid-
craft- TC ensures those workers get a 
fair price for their work done.  At pre-
sent, from January until April 2018, TC 
is also in joint partnership with the UK 
Government in the Hidden Entrepre-
neur scheme where every £1 raised by 
Traidcraft craft will have a £2 dona-
tion from UK Aid.  If you are interested 
in donating. more information can be 
found at Traidcraft.org.uk 
   More information on other Traidcraft 
issues can be found at 
www.traidcraft.co.uk or call 0191-491-
0855. 
 

Helen Bruce 

Thank you Jimmy … 
As we issue this edition of our 

Newsletter it is only right that we 
record our sincere thanks to Jimmy 
Dripps for his work as Editor for so 
many years.  This he has done diligently 
and unstintingly.  The new Editor has 
still to discover all the frustrations that 
Jimmy had had to cope with in trying to 
obtain and format material for each 
issue!  No doubt, his experience will be 
tapped in to from time to time. 

hoping for sunless, wet and windy Can-
dlemas! 

  But Candlemas is not just about dark-
ness and light; it is also about the past 
meeting the future. Simeon and Anna 
represent the prophets of old; Jesus 
represents a new day in which the glory 
of Israel becomes a light to lighten the 
Gentiles. 

  I am aware that past months have not 
been easy and gratefully acknowledge 
the work done by Rachel and Nancy 
over that period. I have known and ad-
mired them both for many years and 
am already enjoying working with Nan-
cy who continues as locum. 

  As I take on the interim moderatorship 
my prayer is that that we may all move 
on together in the Candlemas spirit, 
confident that God will provide light for 
the journey.  

  Grace and peace be with us all, 

Finlay Macdonald, Interim Moderator 

(Continued from page 2) 
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From the Editor’s keyboard… 

Welcome to this new format of our 
church newsletter.  Over the coming 
months I am hoping to include a 
number of regular features and will be 
looking for members of the conger-
gation to help with contributions for 
this.  The idea is to build up a ‘bank’ of 
material which can be used as space 
permits. 

Two of my initial thoughts are ‘Focus 
on… ‘ which will focus on a different 
area of Christian mission or human-
itarian outreach, and ‘Reflection …’ 
which may, initially, take as the subject, 
the carvings depicted round the gallery 
of the church.  If anyone would like to 
write for either of these two subjects 
please speak to me.  Articles should be 
around 375 to 400 words which will fit 
comfortably on an A5 page. 

There will also be a regular focus on 
‘What’s on this Month’.  I want to 
encourage all who are involved in any 
of our church groups to keep me 
updated with the dates of your 
meetings.  This should include up to, at 
least, the middle of the following 
month to allow for the distribution of 
the Newsletter. I will also be looking for 
reports from the groups - either 
general, to inform about the group, or 
specific, to report about a meeting that 
has taken place. 

Following the request in January for 
additional volunteers to deliver the 
Newsletter I am pleased to say that 
there have been several offers of help.  
However, if anyone would like to 

volunteer in a reserve capacity, that 
would be appreciated. 

I am keen to encourage feedback 
about the newsletter.  Please let me 
know what you like about it and what  
you don’t like.  What sort of articles 
would you like to be included? 

If anyone is particularly eco-minded 
or just prefers an e-copy, a PDF can be 
emailed to you.  If you have an iPad or 
similar, this can be saved in iBooks.  If 
you would like this please email the 
Editor.  For anyone who has difficulty 
reading this printed version we can  
produce in a larger format on request.  
If you would like this larger format 
please give your name and address to 
the Editor. (See page 8 for details) 

SHOE BOX APPEAL BRINGS JOY TO 
THOUSANDS 

We have received a certificate of 
thanks from Blythswood for the shoe 
boxes which were sent by St Andrew’s.  
We sent 46 boxes which was supple-
mented by 14 from the Cubs. 

Blythswood Care’s 2017 Shoe Box Ap-
peal has resulted in 115,932 boxes be-
ing sent to eight countries in Eastern 
Europe and to Pakistan. 
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In Focus …  BETHANY CARE 
VAN – News from the front line 
 

Reflections after our latest outing. What a 
day weather wise! Arctic conditions over-
night on Saturday (minus 5) followed by 
frequent heavy snow showers throughout 
Sunday which disrupted collection of 
homemade soup, so we set off at 7.30pm 
into the city two flasks short. Thankfully it 
was a relatively quiet evening with the 
majority of street people accommodated 
in the designated night care shelter where 
they would receive a hot supper, a warm 
bed and breakfast. The care van team 
were left to cater for those who have an 
aversion to the shelter system usually be-
cause of a previous bad experience such 
as bullying, preferring to take their chanc-
es sleeping outdoors. We did what we 
could to ease their discomfort, providing 
hot soup, rolls, biscuits and a variety of 
drinks supersaturated with sugar to keep 
their blood levels up during the night. Toi-
letries are a welcome luxury to help recipi-
ents maintain personal hygiene in difficult 
circumstances. We also distributed warm 
clothing to help insulate against the win-
tery conditions. Dawn would be a long 
time coming for rough sleepers – in con-
trast to our 5 person team who would be 
safely tucked up in bed around midnight. 
We endeavour to show friendly faces, give 
words of comfort and fellowship where 
appropriate. Our latest volunteer was duly 
immersed in care van duties including a 
torch lit tour of St. Cuthbert’s cemetery 
checking for rough sleepers amongst the 
tombs! This practice was essential 30 
years ago when the care van system was 
first set up but we rarely find anyone hid-

den away nowadays. 
  The combined efforts of Bethany Trust, 
Edinburgh City Mission and Social Services 
has achieved a lot in recent years  to im-
prove the plight of  the homeless but 
some still fall through the net. Our cus-
tomers are usually very appreciative of 
the service provided by volunteers on 363 
days of the year. We aim to be non-
judgemental. There are many reasons why 
individuals have become homeless includ-
ing mental health issues, alcoholism, drug 
abuse, breakdown of family relations, re-
dundancy – there but for the Grace of God 
go I? The very purpose of this service is to 
put into action the Love of Christ – in eve-
ry human interaction we seek to operate 
in his love and kindness.   ‘’ I tell you the 
truth, when you did it to one of the least 
of these my brothers and sisters, you 
were doing it to me”, Matthew 20: 45. 
 

OTHER NEWS 
Karen King has recently relinquished her 
role of care van co-ordinator. She has led 
superbly during her tenure but has now 
passed the baton to me – a hard act to 
follow.  
Our present team now has almost equal 
numbers from both St. Mungo’s and St. 
Andrew’s churches so is a good example 
of practical ecumenism for West Linton. 
New volunteers are always welcome. 
There is no obligation to go out on the van 
– equally important is the back up support 
team who make soup, provide rolls/tea/
coffee/milk, donate serviceable clothing/
bedding and toiletries. Everyone can pray 
to help us serve the homeless better – it 
only takes a few quiet moments! 
 

Robert Higgins 
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What’s on this Month ... 

Cosy Café 
February 9th 

February 23rd 

March 9th 

New Church Hall 

2.00pm to 4.00pm 

Fair Trade Stall 

Messy Church 
February 4th 

March 4th 

New Church Hall 

4.00pm to 6.00pm 

 

Table Tennis 
Every Friday 7.00pm to 9.00pm 

New Church Hall 
For all ages and abilities 

Guid Blethers 
February 14th 

February 28th 

March 14th 

Old Church Hall 

2.00pm to 3.30pm 

Prayer Focus Group 
February 7th 

March 7th 

Old Church Hall 

9.15am to 9.45am 

Baby Brunch 
Every Friday 

9.00am to 12.00noon 

Old Church Hall 
For Parents, Grandparents and Carers 

with their pre-school children 

Stated Annual Meeting 

March 11th 12.15pm 

After morning worship 
All members are encouraged to 
attend this important meeting 

of our congregation 
This is the confirmed date 
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Melrose and Peebles Presbytery 

Our presbytery has recently launched 
their own website which can be found 
at: 
www.melrosepeeblespresbytery.org.uk 

There will be information on it that will 
be of interest and members are encour-
aged to access it from time to time. 

There are some good pictures of our 
own church on the website. 

Church Flowers ... 
 

Thank you to everyone who either ar-
ranges or delivers Church Flowers. 

Over the course of the past year, apart 
from weekly Church flowers, we have 
enjoyed a special Flower Festival which 
brought many people into the Church 
over the Whipman week-end. 

We have also delivered over 60 bunch-
es of Church flowers out into the com-
munity, remembering folk in times of 
sadness and happiness.  The lovely 
letters received in response to this 
shows how much this small thought is 
appreciated. 

None of this would be possible without 
your help.  We always need donations 
as only half the year is covered by regu-
lar donations.  If you feel you can help 
please contact me or place your dona-
tion in the Flower Fund envelopes 
(found by the notices) and place in the 
offertory.  Also, if you would like to 
help arrange flowers you would be 
most welcome to come and join us. 

Thank you, again, for all your support.  
Jill Green  (660415) 

Correction ... 

The entry in the December/January 
Newsletter: 

Flowers in Memory of Mrs L Forsyth, 
should have read: 

Flowers in Memory of  
Mr & Mrs J Forsyth 

Used Stamps … 

The Church of Scotland still has an 
outlet for used stamps.  Please cut the 
stamps from the envelopes leaving at 
least 1/4 of an inch all round to 
preserve the perforations.  Stamps can 
be left on the bookboard at the front of 
the church from where they will be 
collected and forwarded for 
fundraising. 

Newlands Guild 

The Guild will meet on February 21st at 
2.00pm in the Old Church hall when a 
speaker from Christian Aid will discuss 
their work in the Bolivian rain forest.   

All Welcome 
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Door Duties 
 

February Mary Turnbull £ Choir 

  Steven Whalley  Main  

  Marion Moore Gallery 
 

March Daryll Green  Choir 

  Marianne Jack Main 

  Helen Bruce £ Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

February   4th Sheila Black 

  11th Sheila Black 

  18th  Daryll Green 

  25th Daryll Green 
 

March   4th Helen Whalley 

  11th Helen Whalley 

  18th Jean Macnab 

  25th Jean Macnab 

Drivers 

February Driver 1  Anne McDiarmid 

  01968 660495 

  Driver 2  Pat Graham   

  01721 752205 
 

March Driver 1  Robert Wilson 

  01968 660121 

  Driver 2  Michael Knott  

  01968 660977 

Services 

 
West Linton 

11.15 am 

Carlops 

10.00 am 

Newlands 

10.00 am 

Feb   4 Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald Mary McElroy Rev Nancy Norman 

Feb 11 Rev Nancy Norman Rev Nancy Norman Mary McElroy 

Feb 18 Rev Nancy Norman Rev Chris Levison Rev Nancy Norman 

Feb 25 Rev Nancy Norman Rev Nancy Norman Rev Chris Levison 

Mar  4    

Flower Donations February 
Helen Dry 

Christine Leith 
Marion Moore 

Flowers in memory of Ina Russell 
Joy Houps 

Flower Arranger Ann Lyon 

Flower Donations March 
Flower Fund 

Margaret Benington 
Flower Fund 

Jill Green 
Flower Arranger Jill Green 

Material for the March  Magazine should be submitted to the editor by Friday 

23rd February 2018.  The March issue will be available on 4th March. 

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  herd.carradale@btinternet.com 

Please include the word Newsletter in the subject line of your email. 


